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CHAPTER 108 

SOCIETIES ACT 

[Date of assent: 6th February, 1968.] 

[Date of commencement: 16th February, 1968.] 

An Act of Parliament to make provision for the registration and control of 
societies and to repeal the societies act 

[Act No. 10 of 1997.] 

PART I – PRELIMINARY 

1.   Short title 

This Act may be cited at the Societies Act. 

2.   Interpretation 

(1)  In this Act, except where the context otherwise requires— 

“constitution or rules” includes regulations or by-laws of a society 
registered or exempted from registration before the commencement of this Act; 

“exempted society” means any society for the time being exempted from 
registration under this Act; 

“officer”, in relation to a society, means the president, vice-president, 
chairman, deputy chairman, secretary or treasurer thereof, or any member of 
the committee, council or governing body thereof, or any person who holds in 
the society any office or position analogous to the foregoing, but does not 
include a trustee, auditor or patron who takes no part in the management of 
the society; 

“registered society” means any society for the time being registered 
under this Act, but does not include a society the registration of which is for 
the time being suspended; 

“the Registrar” means the Registrar of Societies appointed under section 8 
of this Act, and includes a person appointed under that section to be a Deputy 
or Assistant Registrar; 

“society” includes any club, company, partnership or other association of 
ten or more persons, whatever its nature or object, established in Kenya or 
having its headquarters or chief place of business in Kenya, and any branch 
of a society, but does not, except in paragraphs (i) and (ii) of section 11(2)(f) 
of this Act, include— 

 (a) a company as defined by the Companies Act (Cap. 486), or a 
company registered as a foreign company under Part X of that Act; 

 (b) any corporation incorporated by or under any other written law; 

 (c) a registered trade union within the meaning of the Trade Unions Act 
(Cap. 233), including a branch of a trade union registered under that 
Act, a probationary trade union within the meaning of that Act and a 
trade union or a branch of a trade union whose application for 
registration has been made and not determined; 
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 (d) a company, firm, association or partnership consisting of not more 
than twenty persons, formed and maintained with a view to carrying 
on business for profit; 

 (e) a co-operative society registered as such under any written law; 

 (f) a school registered under the Education Act (Cap. 211), Advisory 
Council, Board of Governors, District Education Board, School 
Committee or similar organization established under and in 
accordance with the provisions of any written law relating to 
education; 

 (g) a building society as defined by the Building Societies Act (Cap. 
489); 

 (h) a bank licensed under the Banking Act (Cap. 488); 

 (i) any international organization of which Kenya is a member, or any 
branch, section or organ of any such organization; 

 (j) any combination or association which the Minister may, by order, 
declare not to be a society for the purposes of this Act; 

“unlawful society” has the meaning assigned to that expression in 
section 4(1) of this Act. 

(2)  For the avoidance of doubt, it is declared that, for the purposes of this Act, 
where any body of persons, whether incorporated or unincorporated, is a 
member of an association, all members of that body are members of that 
association. 

3.   Societies established in Kenya 

For the purposes of this Act, a society is established in Kenya, although it may 
be organized and have its headquarters or chief place of business outside 
Kenya, if any of its officers or members resides in Kenya or is present therein, or 
if any person in Kenya manages or assists in the management of the society or 
solicits or collects money or subscriptions on its behalf, except during such time 
as— 

 (a) it is organized and is operating wholly outside Kenya; and 

 (b) no office, place of business or place of meeting is maintained or 
used in Kenya by it or by any person on its behalf; and 

 (c) no register of all or any of its members is kept in Kenya; and 

 (d) no subscription is collected or solicited in Kenya by it or by any 
person on its behalf. 

PART II – UNLAWFUL SOCIETIES 

4.   Unlawful societies 

(1)  Every society which is not a registered society or an exempted society is 
an unlawful society: 

Provided that a society shall not be an unlawful society where, within 
twenty-eight days of its formation, it has applied for registration or for exemption 
from registration under section 9 of this Act and it has not been notified of the 
determination of its application, unless— 

 (i) it is formed for an unlawful purpose; or 
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 (ii) the Minister has declared it, by order, to be a society dangerous to 
the good government of the Republic; or 

 (iii) the Registrar has notified the society (whether or not before the 
making of the application) that he intends to refuse registration or 
exemption from registration on one of the grounds specified in 
section 11(1)(b) of this Act. 

(2)  The Registrar shall consider every application for registration of a society 
or for exemption from registration and shall communicate his decision thereon to 
the society within one hundred and twenty days of receipt of the application. 

(3)  Where a society which is not a registered society or an exempted society 
has applied for registration or exemption from registration, and is saved by the 
proviso to subsection (1) of this section from becoming an unlawful society, no 
person shall, except with the written permission of the Registrar, collect or invite 
subscriptions or donations to the funds of the society or in any other way 
whatever organise or take part in any activity of or on behalf of the society, 
except only to apply to or correspond with the Registrar. 

(4)  Any person who contravenes subsection (2) of this section shall be guilty 
of an offence and be liable to a fine not exceeding five thousand shillings or to 
imprisonment for a term not exceeding six months, or to both such fine and such 
imprisonment. 

[Act No. 10 of 1997, Sch.] 

5.   Managing unlawful society 

Any person who manages or assists in the management of an unlawful 
society shall be guilty of an offence and be liable to imprisonment for a term not 
exceeding three years or to a fine not exceeding ten thousand shillings, or to 
both such imprisonment and such fine.  

[Act No. 10 of 1997, Sch.] 

6.   Being member of unlawful society 

Any person who, knowing or having reasonable cause to believe a society to 
be an unlawful society— 

 (a) is a member, or attends any meeting, of that society; or 

 (b) allows a meeting of that society, or of any members of that society, 
to be held in any house, building or place belonging to or occupied 
by him, or over which he has control, 

shall be guilty of an offence and be liable to imprisonment for a term not 
exceeding one year or to a fine not exceeding five thousand shillings, or to both 
such imprisonment and such fine. 

[Act No. 10 of 1997, Sch.] 

7.   Prohibition of specified acts by or on behalf of certain societies 

(1)  The Minister may, where it appears to him to be in the public interest, in 
relation to a society which has been refused registration under section 11, or has 
had its registration cancelled under section 12, of this Act, or is a society of one 
of the kinds mentioned in paragraphs (i), (ii) and (iii) of the proviso to section 4(1) 
of this Act, by order, prohibit any act specified therein— 

 (a) by any person on behalf of or in relation to any society associated 
with such society; or 
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 (b) by any person on behalf of or in relation to any society which in the 
opinion of the Minister has objects similar to the objects of such 
society, 

in Kenya or in any particular area of Kenya (being the area in which it appears to 
him that such society carried on or, as the case may be, proposed to carry on its 
activities) or in any part of such area. 

(2)  An order under subsection (1) of this section shall continue in force for 
such period (not exceeding six months) as may be specified therein: 

Provided that this subsection shall not preclude the Minister from making a 
further order or orders, with or without variations, where it appears to him to be in 
the public interest so to do. 

(3)  Any person who contravenes an order made under subsection (1) of this 
section shall be guilty of an offence and be liable to a fine not exceeding five 
thousand shillings or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding six months, or to 
both such fine and such imprisonment. 

(4)  Without limiting the meaning of the word “associated”, for the purposes 
of this section a society shall be deemed to be associated with a society which 
has been refused registration or has had its registration cancelled if the former 
society is the parent society of which the latter society is a branch or is derived 
from the same parent society or is the successor of such parent society. 

PART III – REGISTRATION AND EXEMPTION FROM REGISTRATION 

8.   Appointment of Registrar of societies and other officers 

The Minister shall, by notice in the Gazette, appoint a Registrar of Societies to 
perform the duties and exercise the powers imposed and conferred on the 
Registrar by this Act, and may appoint a Deputy Registrar and any number of 
Assistant Registrars, who shall be subject to the directions of the Registrar. 

9.   Society to apply for registration or exemption 

Every society shall, in the prescribed manner and within twenty-eight days 
after the formation thereof, make application to the Registrar for registration or for 
exemption from registration under this Act. 

10.   Manner of effecting registration or exemption from registration 

(1)  Upon application being made in the prescribed manner for registration of 
a society, the Registrar shall, subject to this Act, register the society by entering 
in the register of societies, kept for the purpose, the prescribed particulars and 
the date of the entry. 

(2)  Upon application being made in the prescribed manner for exemption of a 
society from registration, the Registrar may, with the approval of the Minister, so 
exempt the society, and if he does not so exempt the society he shall treat the 
application as an application for registration and shall, subject to the provisions of 
this Act, register the society. 

(3)  Upon registering a society or exempting it from registration, the Registrar 
shall issue to the society a certificate of registration or exemption from 
registration in the prescribed form. 
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11.   Refusal of registration 

(1)  The Registrar may refuse to register a society where— 

 (a) he is satisfied that such society is a branch of, or is affiliated to or 
connected with, any organization or association of a political nature 
established outside Kenya; or 

 (b) any of the proposed officers has been at any time an officer of a 
society which has been refused registration or which has had its 
registration cancelled under section 12 of this Act. 

(2)  The Registrar shall refuse to register a society where— 

 (a) “he has reasonable cause to believe” that the society has among its 
objects, or is likely to pursue or to be used for, any unlawful purpose 
or any purpose prejudicial to or incompatible with peace, welfare or 
good order in Kenya, or that the interests of peace, welfare of good 
order in Kenya would otherwise be likely to suffer prejudice by 
reason of the registration of the society; or 

 (b) the Minister has, under paragraph (ii) of the proviso to section 4(1) 
of this Act, declared it to be a society dangerous to the good 
government of the Republic; or 

 (c) the terms of the constitution or the rules of the society are in any 
respect repugnant to or inconsistent with any law; or 

 (d) he is satisfied that the application does not comply with the Act or 
any rules made thereunder; or 

 (e) he is satisfied that the society does not exist; or 

 (f) the name under which the society is to be registered— 

 (i) is identical to that of any other society which either is existing 
or has existed, or of any society whose application for 
registration has been refused under this section; or 

 (ii) so nearly resembles the name of any other society as, to be 
likely to deceive the public or the members of either society as 
to its nature or identity; or 

 (iii) is, repugnant to or inconsistent with any law or is otherwise 
undesirable. 

[Act No. 10 of 1997, Sch.] 

12.   Cancellation or suspension of registration 

(1)  Where, in respect of any registered society, the Registrar where he has 
reasonable cause to believe that the registration of a society should be cancelled 
or suspended on the ground that— 

 (a) the society has where he has reasonable cause to believe among its 
objects, or is, likely to pursue, or to be used for, any unlawful 
purpose or any purpose prejudicial to or incompatible with peace, 
welfare or good order in Kenya; or 

 (b) the interests of peace, welfare, or good order in Kenya would, where 
he has reasonable cause to believe, be likely to be prejudiced by the 
continued registration of the society; or 

 (c) the terms of the constitution or of the rules of the society are, in his 
opinion, in any respect repugnant to or inconsistent with any law; or 
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 (d) the society has wilfully, and after notice from the Registrar, 
contravened any of the provisions of its constitution or of its rules, or 
has contravened section 20 of this Act; or 

 (e) the society has failed to comply, within the time allowed for 
compliance, with an order made under section 31(1) of this Act; or 

 (f) the society has dissolved itself; or 

 (g) the executive of the society is constituted otherwise than in 
conformity with its constitution and rules; or 

 (h) a person has become an officer of the society who has been for 
some time an officer of a society which has been refused 
registration under this Act or which has had its registration cancelled 
under this section, and the Registrar has given written notice to the 
society in the prescribed form that such officer must be removed 
within a period (not being less than seven days from the date of the 
notice) specified in the notice, and the officer has not been removed 
within that period; or 

 (i) the society has failed to furnish, within the time allowed, one of the 
documents required by section 30(1) of this Act; or 

 (j) the society is, or has without duly notifying the Registrar in the 
prescribed form become, a branch of or affiliated to, or connected 
with, any organization or group of a political nature established 
outside Kenya, 

the Registrar shall, in his discretion give written notice in the prescribed form to the 
society calling upon the society to show cause, within such period as is specified in 
the notice, why its registration should not be cancelled or, as the case may be, 
suspended; and, if the society fails to show cause to the satisfaction of the 
Registrar within the time specified, the Registrar may cancel or suspend the 
registration of the society. 

(2)  The Registrar may, with the approval of the Minister, at any time cancel 
any registration made under section 10 of this Act and instead grant exemption 
from such registration under that section. 

(3)  The Registrar shall cancel the registration of any registered society which 
has ceased to be a society within the meaning of this Act, or which the Minister 
has, under paragraph (ii) of the proviso to section 4(1) of this Act, declared to be 
a society dangerous to the good government of the Republic. 

(4)  Where under subsection (1) of this section the Registrar cancels the 
registration of a society, he shall at the same time cancel the registration of every 
branch of that society. 

(5)  (a)  Where the registration of a society has been suspended under this 
section, a society shall not take any action, nor permit any action to be taken, in 
furtherance of its objects except— 

 (i) the collection of subscriptions; 

 (ii) the payment of its debts; and 

 (iii) such action as the Registrar may from time to time authorize. 

(b)  Any society which contravenes paragraph (a) of this subsection shall 
be guilty of an offence. 

[Act No. 10 of 1997, Sch.] 
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13.   Rescission of exemption 

The Registrar may, with the approval of the Minister, at any time rescind the 
exemption of a society from registration given under section 10 of this Act, and if 
he does so he shall forthwith notify the society thereof: 

Provided that the society, if it is not a society of one of the kinds specified in 
paragraphs (i), (ii) and (iii) of the proviso to section 4(1) of this Act, may, within a 
period of twenty-eight days from the date of the receipt of notification of the 
rescission, apply for registration under this Act, and where the society does so it 
shall not, unless and until such application is refused, be an unlawful society, 
notwithstanding the said section 4(1). 

14.   Cessation of existence of society 

(1)  If the Registrar has reason to believe that any registered society or 
exempted society has ceased to exist, he may publish in the Gazette a notice 
calling upon such society to furnish him, within a period of three months from the 
date of the notice, with proof of its continued existence. 

(2)  If at the expiration of such period the Registrar is satisfied that the society 
has ceased to exist, he shall cancel the registration or rescind the exemption, as 
the case may be, of the society, and shall thereupon publish in the Gazette 
notice of such cancellation or rescission. 

(3)  If the Registrar is satisfied beyond doubt that a registered society or 
exempted society has ceased to exist, he may immediately proceed under 
subsection (2) of this section without having previously published a notice in the 
Gazette, and the remaining provisions of that subsection shall apply accordingly. 

15.   Appeal from order of refusal, cancellation or suspension 

(1)  Any society aggrieved by the Registrar’s refusal to register it, or by the 
cancellation or suspension of its registration under section 12 may— 

 (a) in the case of a political party, appeal to the High Court within thirty 
days of such refusal, cancellation or suspension; or 

 (b) in the case of any other society, appeal to the Minister within thirty 
days of such refusal, cancellation or suspension and the Minister 
shall consider, determine and communicate his decision on the 
appeal within ninety days of the appeal. 

(2)  A society aggrieved by the decision of the Minister under subsection 
(1)(b) may appeal to the High Court within thirty days of the decision. 

(3)  Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (1) of section 4, where a 
society other than a society specified in paragraphs (i), (ii) or (iii) of the proviso to 
section 4(1), lodges an appeal under subsection (1) of this section, such society 
shall not, pending the decision on the appeal, be an unlawful society. 

[Act No. 10 of 1997, Sch.] 

PART IV – CONDUCT AND ADMINISTRATION OF SOCIETIES 

16.   Office and postal address 

(1)  Every registered and every exempted society shall have an office and a 
postal address, and notice of the situation of the office and of the postal address 
shall be given to the Registrar in the prescribed form on application for 
registration or exemption from registration. 
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(2)  All communications and notices required or authorized to be sent under or 
for the purposes of this Act or any subsidiary legislation thereunder may be sent 
by post addressed to the postal address of the society. 

(3)  Notice in the prescribed form of any change of the situation of the office, 
or of the postal address, of a registered or exempted society shall be given to the 
Registrar within fourteen days of the change, and the notice shall be signed by 
three of the officers of the society. 

(4)  Any registered society or exempted society which— 

 (a) operates without having an office, or without having a postal 
address, or without having given notice of the situation of its office or 
of its postal address as required by subsection (1) of this section; or 

 (b) operates at any place to which its office may have been removed 
without having given notice of the change in the situation thereof to 
the Registrar as required by subsection (3) of this section; or 

 (c) fails to give notice of any change of its postal address as required by 
subsection (3) of this section, 

shall be guilty of an offence. 

17.   Change of officers or title of office 

(1)  Notice in the prescribed form of any change of officers, or of the title of any 
office, of a registered society shall be given to the Registrar within fourteen days of 
the change, and the notice shall be signed by three of the officers of the society. 

(2)  Any registered society which fails to give notice as required by subsection 
(1) of this section of any change of officers or of the title of any office of the 
society, shall be guilty of an offence. 

18.   Disputes as to officers 

(1)  If the Registrar is of the opinion that a dispute has occurred among the 
members or officers of a registered society as a result of which the Registrar is 
not satisfied as to the identity of the persons who have been properly constituted 
as officers of the society, the Registrar may, by order in writing, require the 
society to produce to him, within one month of the service of the order, evidence 
of the settlement of the dispute and of the proper appointment of the lawful 
officers of the society or of the institution of proceedings for the settlement of 
such dispute. 

(2)  If an order under subsection (1) of this section is not complied with to the 
satisfaction of the Registrar within the period of one month or any longer period 
which the Registrar may allow, the Registrar may cancel the registration of the 
society. 

(3)  A society aggrieved by the cancellation of its registration under subsection 
(2) may appeal to the High Court within thirty days of such cancellation. 

[Act No. 10 of 1997, Sch.] 

19.   Contents of constitution or rules 

(1)  The constitution or rules of every registered society or exempted society, 
formed after the commencement of this Act shall provide, to the satisfaction of 
the Registrar, for all the matters specified in the Schedule to this Act and shall 
not be amended so that it ceases so to provide. 
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(2)  The Registrar may, if he thinks fit, by order in writing, require any society 
which, at the commencement of this Act, is registered to amend its constitution or 
rules within three months after the date of the order to provide for all or any of the 
matters specified in the Schedule to this Act, and, notwithstanding its constitution 
or rules, the society, for the purpose of complying with the order, shall convene a 
meeting of the same kind as is required by its constitution or rules for amending 
its constitution or rules, or if the constitution or rules make no provision for such 
amendment the society shall convene a general meeting of members for the 
purpose. 

(3)  If a registered society contravenes an order given under subsection (2) of 
this section, the society and every officer thereof shall each be guilty of an 
offence, and the society shall be liable to a fine not exceeding ten thousand 
shillings, and every officer shall be liable to the like fine or to imprisonment for a 
term not exceeding one year or to both such fine and such imprisonment: 

Provided that an officer shall not be convicted of the offence under this 
subsection if he establishes to the satisfaction of the court that he exercised due 
diligence to prevent its commission and that the offence occurred by reason of 
matters beyond his control. 

20.   Registered society to obtain consent of Registrar before amending 
name, constitution, etc. 

(1)  No registered society shall— 

 (a) amend its name, or its constitution or rules; or 

 (b) become a branch of, or affiliated to or connected with, any 
organization or group of a political nature established outside 
Kenya; or 

 (c) dissolve itself, 

except with the prior consent in writing of the Registrar, obtained upon written 
application to him signed by three of the officers of the society. 

(2)  An application by a society to do any of the things specified in subsection 
(1) of this section shall be accompanied by a copy of the minutes of the meeting 
at which the resolution to do that thing was passed, certified as a true copy by 
three of the officers of the society, and the application shall be delivered to the 
Registrar within fourteen days after the day on which the resolution was passed. 

(3)  Any registered society which contravenes this section shall be guilty of an 
offence. 

21.   Exempted society to inform Registrar of amendment of name, etc. 

(1)  Every exempted society which— 

 (a) amends its name or objects; or 

 (b) becomes a branch of or affiliated to or connected with, any 
organization or group of a political nature established outside 
Kenya; or 

 (c) dissolves itself, 

shall within fourteen days from the date of effecting such amendment or other 
matter as aforesaid give to the Registrar notice thereof in writing signed by three 
of the officers of the society. 



CAP. 108 [Rev. 2012]
Societies  

 

[Issue 1] 14 
 

(2)  Any exempted society which contravenes subsection (1) of this section 
shall be guilty of an offence. 

22.   Officers on dissolution 

Notwithstanding the dissolution or purported dissolution of a society, the 
persons who, immediately before the dissolution or purported dissolution, were 
officers of the society shall be deemed, for the purposes of sections 20 and 21 of 
this Act, to have been and to be such officers. 

23.   Restriction of appointment of certain officers, etc. 

(1)  No person who has been convicted of a crime involving fraud or dishonesty 
shall be capable of being appointed or elected— 

 (a) to the office of treasurer, deputy treasurer or assistant treasurer of a 
registered society or exempted society; or 

 (b) to any other office in such a society the holder of which is 
responsible for the collection, disbursement, custody or control of 
the funds of the society or for its accounts; or 

 (c) to be trustee or auditor of such a society. 

(2)  No person shall be capable of being appointed or elected auditor of a 
registered society or exempted society who is an officer of that society. 

24.   Purporting to act as officer 

Any person who— 

 (a) acts or purports to act as an officer of a registered society, and who 
has not been duly appointed or elected as an officer of that society; 
or 

 (b) having been appointed or elected as an officer of a society 
(otherwise than at the time of the formation of the society), acts as 
an officer of that society after the end of the period prescribed by 
section 17(1) of this Act for giving notice of his appointment or 
election to the Registrar, no such notice having been given within 
such period, 

shall be guilty of an offence and liable to a fine of five thousand shillings or to 
imprisonment for a term not exceeding six months, or to both such fine and such 
imprisonment: 

Provided that this section shall not prevent a person who has been duly 
appointed or elected as officer of the society from signing the notice prescribed 
by section 17(1) of this Act. 

25.   Register of members 

(1)  Every registered society shall keep a register of its members in such form 
as the Registrar may specify or as may be prescribed, and shall cause to be 
entered therein the name and address of each member, the date of his 
admission to membership and the date on which he ceases to be a member. 

(2)  If a registered society contravenes subsection (1) of this section, the 
society and every officer thereof shall each be guilty of an offence, and the 
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society shall be liable to a fine not exceeding ten thousand shillings, and every 
officer shall be liable to the like fine or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 
one year or to both such fine and such imprisonment: 

Provided that an officer shall not be convicted of the offence if he 
establishes to the satisfaction of the Court that he exercised due diligence to 
prevent its commission and that the offence occurred by reason of matters 
beyond his control. 

26.   Books of account 

(1)  Every registered society shall keep one or more books of account, and 
shall cause to be entered therein details of all moneys received and payments 
made by the society. 

(2)  Any registered society which contravenes subsection (1) of this section 
shall be guilty of an offence. 

27.   Treasurer to render accounts 

(1)  Subject to the constitution or rules of the society, every treasurer and 
every other officer of a registered society who is responsible for the accounts of 
the society or for the collection, disbursement, custody or control of its funds 
shall— 

 (a) at least once in every year at such time as may be specified in the 
constitution or rules of the society; and 

 (b) at any other times at which he may be required to do so by a 
resolution of the members of the society or by the rules thereof; and 

 (c) upon resigning or otherwise vacating his office, 

render to the society and its members a full and true account of all moneys 
received and paid by him during the period which has elapsed since the date of 
his assuming office or, if he has previously rendered an account, since the last 
date upon which he rendered such account, and of the moneys remaining in his 
hands at the time of rendering such account, and of all bonds, securities or other 
property of the society entrusted to his custody or under his control. 

(2)  After the account has been rendered, the treasurer or other officer 
referred to in subsection (1) of this section shall, if he is resigning or vacating his 
office or if required to do so, forthwith hand over to the succeeding treasurer or 
officer, as the case may be, such moneys as appear to be due from him, and all 
bonds, securities, effects, books, papers and property of the society in his hands 
or otherwise under his control. 

(3)  Any treasurer or other officer referred to in subsection (1) who 
contravenes this section shall be guilty of an offence and be liable to a fine not 
exceeding five thousand shillings or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding six 
months, or to both such fine and such imprisonment. 

28.   Inspection of accounts and documents 

(1)  A registered society shall make its books of account and all documents 
relating thereto, and a list of the members of the society, available— 

 (a) for inspection by any officer or member of the society at such place 
and at such times as may be provided for in the constitution or rules 
of the society; and 
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 (b) for inspection by the Registrar, or by any person authorized by him 
in writing in that behalf, at the office of the Registrar at any 
reasonable time specified by him, if so required in writing by the 
Registrar. 

(2)  Any registered society which fails to make available to the Registrar, at 
his office and at the specified time, any books of account, documents or lists of 
members which he has been required under subsection (1) of this section to 
make so available shall be guilty of an offence. 

(3)  Any person who obstructs the Registrar or any such authorized person in 
the carrying out of an inspection under subsection (1) of this section shall be 
guilty of an offence and be liable to a fine not exceeding one thousand shillings 
or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding two months, or to both such fine and 
such imprisonment. 

29.   Meetings of societies 

(1)  Every registered society shall, at least once in every year, hold a general 
meeting to which all its members shall be invited, and shall at such meeting— 

 (a) render a full and true account of the moneys received and paid by 
the society, such account being audited in accordance with the rules 
of the society; and 

 (b) cause to be elected or appointed all such officers, trustees and 
auditors and, where applicable, such committees as are required in 
accordance with the constitution and rules of the society. 

(2)  Any registered society which contravenes subsection (1) of this section 
shall be guilty of an offence. 

30.   Annual returns 

(1)  Every registered society shall furnish annually to the Registrar, on or 
before the prescribed date, such returns, accounts and other documents as may 
be prescribed. 

(2)  If any return, account or other document furnished under subsection (1) of 
this section is incomplete in any material particular, it shall be taken not to have 
been furnished for the purposes of subsection (1) of this section. 

(3)  Any registered society which contravenes subsection (1) of this section 
shall be guilty of an offence. 

(4)  Any person who wilfully makes or orders or causes or procures to be 
made any false entry in or omission from any return, account or other document 
furnished under this section shall be guilty of an offence and be liable to a fine 
not exceeding ten thousand shillings or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 
one year, or to both such fine and such imprisonment. 

31.   Registrar may call for information and accounts 

(1)  Where the Registrar has reasonable cause to believe that circumstances 
have arisen which render it expedient for the proper performance of his functions 
under this Act so to do, he may, by order in writing, require any registered society 
to furnish him with— 

 (a) a true and complete copy of its constitution and rules; 
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 (b) a true and complete list of its officers and members; 

 (c) a true and complete copy of the minutes of any meeting held by the 
society at which officers of the society were elected or appointed or 
were ostensibly appointed or elected; 

 (d) a true and complete return of the number of meetings held by the 
society in Kenya within the period of six months immediately 
preceding the date of the order, stating the place or places at which 
such meetings were held; 

 (e) duly audited accounts of the society covering such period as he 
deems necessary for the purpose for which the order is made; 

 (f) such other accounts, returns and other information as may be 
prescribed. 

(2)  An order given under subsection (1) of this section shall require 
compliance therewith within a specified period (not being less than twenty-one 
days in respect of the documents specified in paragraphs (a), (b), (c), (d) and (f), 
and not less than sixty days in respect of the documents specified in paragraph 
(e) of that subsection): 

Provided that the Registrar may, on application made to him, extend the 
period. 

(3)  Where the Registrar ordered duly audited accounts under paragraph (e) 
of subsection (1) of this section, the cost of the audit shall be paid out of the 
funds of the society in respect of which the order is made, unless the Registrar 
otherwise directs. 

(4)  A society which, on the ground of its failure to comply with an order to 
furnish duly audited accounts under this section, has had its registration 
cancelled under section 12 of this Act shall not again be registered, and no 
society which, in the opinion of the Registrar, is a successor of such a society, 
shall be registered, unless in either case, in addition to compliance with the 
provisions of this Act concerning registration, the application for registration is 
accompanied by the duly audited accounts required by the order. 

(5)  Any registered society, which fails to comply with an order given under 
subsection (1) of this section shall be guilty of an offence. 

(6)  If any information or document furnished to the Registrar in pursuance of 
an order given under this section is false, incorrect or incomplete in any material 
particular there shall be deemed to have been no compliance with such order. 

(7)  In this section, the expression “duly audited” means audited by a person 
approved by the Registrar. 

32.   Discretion to publish certain information 

The Registrar, where it appears to him to be in the interests of the members 
of any society, may publish in the Gazette, or by advertisement in any newspaper 
or in any other manner he may think fit, any information received by him under 
section 20, section 21 or section 31 of this Act. 
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PART V – WINDING-UP 

33.   Winding-up of certain societies 

The Minister may, by instrument in writing— 

 (a) appoint a person (in this Part referred to as the receiver) to be the 
receiver of a society which is an unlawful society or which has had 
its registration cancelled or its exemption rescinded under Part III of 
this Act or has otherwise ceased to exist; and 

 (b) vest in the receiver all property, both movable and immovable, of the 
society, 

and where he does so the receiver shall proceed to wind up the affairs of the 
society. 

34.   Procedure where society solvent 

(1)  If, after all the debts and liabilities of the society of which the receiver has 
notice and the costs of the winding-up have been satisfied or provided for, there 
are any surplus assets, the receiver shall prepare and submit to the Minister a 
scheme for the disposal of those assets. 

(2)  If, after making such amendments (if any) as he may think fit, the Minister 
approves a scheme submitted to him under subsection (1) of this section, he 
shall endorse his approval thereon, and thereupon the receiver shall distribute 
the surplus assets in accordance with the scheme. 

35.   Procedure where society insolvent 

(1)  Where the assets of the society are insufficient to enable the debts and 
liabilities of which the receiver has notice and the costs of the winding-up to be 
satisfied in full, the receiver shall set aside a sum sufficient to meet the costs of 
the winding-up, and shall divide the balance among the creditors who have 
proved in proportion to the size of their claims. 

(2)  Sections 309 to 317 inclusive of the Companies Act (Cap. 486) shall apply 
mutatis mutandis to the winding-up of a society under this section as they apply 
to the winding-up of a company. 

36.   Supplementary provisions as to winding-up 

(1)  No stamp duty shall be payable on an instrument made under section 33 
of this Act, and so far as the instrument affects registered land— 

 (a) it shall be delivered by the receiver to the person responsible for 
registration of title, and he shall register it accordingly without 
payment of any fee; and 

 (b) the vesting of the land in the receiver shall take place on the 
registration of the instrument. 

(2)  For the purpose of discovering, taking possession of, recovering and 
realizing the property of the society, the receiver shall have all the powers vested 
in the official receiver or a trustee in bankruptcy by the Bankruptcy Act (Cap. 53). 
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(3)  Before distributing any assets under this Part, the receiver shall appoint a 
day before which the creditors of the society are required to prove their claims or 
be excluded from any distribution made before they have proved their claims, 
and shall give notice of the appointment in the Gazette, and individually to the 
creditors where practicable. 

(4)  The receiver may charge fees on winding-up a society at the rate 
specified in the Companies (Winding-up Fees) Rules, (Cap. 486 Sub. Leg.) or 
such other fees as the Minister in any particular case may order. 

(5)  The Minister may, for the purpose of enabling a society to wind up its own 
affairs, in writing suspend the operation of any instrument made under section 33 
of this Act for such period as to him may seem expedient. 

37.   Part not to apply to forfeited property 

This Part does not apply to any property ordered under section 43 of this Act 
to be forfeited. 

PART VI – INVESTIGATION OF OFFENCES AND PUNISHMENT OF 
OFFENDERS 

38.   Power to investigate 

(1)  The Registrar or any administrative officer or any police officer of or above 
the rank of Sub-Inspector (in this section referred to as the requiring officer) may, 
in writing, require any person who he has reason to believe is able to give any 
information as to the existence or operation of any unlawful society, or suspected 
unlawful society, or as to the operations of any registered society or exempted 
society, or as to the operations or property of a society which has been dissolved 
or has otherwise ceased to exist, to attend before him at a specified time, and 
such attendance may be required at any police station or police office situated 
within the district in which that person resides, or for the time being is or is found, 
or at the office of any administrative officer within such district, or at the office of 
the Registrar. 

(2)  Any person who without reasonable cause fails to comply with a 
requirement made under subsection (1) of this section or, having attended in 
compliance therewith, refuses or fails to give his correct name and address and 
to answer truly all questions that may be properly put to him, and to produce all 
documents in his custody, possession or power relating to such society or 
suspected society which he has been required to produce, shall be guilty of an 
offence and be liable to a fine not exceeding one thousand shillings or to 
imprisonment for a term not exceeding two months, or to both such fine and such 
imprisonment. 

(3)  The requiring officer may record in writing any statement made to him by 
the person attending before him, whether such person is suspected of having 
committed an offence under any law or not, and any such written statement shall 
be signed by the person making it after it has been read to him in a language 
which he understands, and after he has been invited to make any correction he 
may wish. 

(4)  If any person does anything which constitutes an offence under 
subsection (2) of this section, the requiring officer may, if he considers it 
advisable to provide for the future identification of such person, order that a 
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photograph and impressions of fingerprints of such person be taken, and section 
21 (but not including the proviso to subsection (1) thereof) of the Police Act (Cap. 
84) shall apply accordingly as though the person were in lawful custody. 

39.   Powers of entry, arrest and search 

A magistrate, a police officer of or above the rank of Assistant Superintendent 
or any police officer authorized in writing by a magistrate or by such a police 
officer may without warrant enter with or without assistance any house or building 
or any place in which he has reason to believe that a meeting of an unlawful 
society, or of persons who are members of an unlawful society, is being held, 
and may without warrant arrest or cause to be arrested all persons found therein, 
and search such house, building or place, and seize or cause to be seized all 
insignia, banners, arms, books, papers, documents and other property which he 
has reasonable cause to believe belong to an unlawful society or are in any way 
connected with the purpose of the meeting: 

Provided that— 

 (i) an officer shall act under this section without a warrant only if he has 
reasonable cause to believe that the delay occasioned in obtaining a 
warrant would seriously hinder him in the performance of his duties; 

 (ii) section 36 of the Criminal Procedure Code (Cap. 75) shall apply in the 
case of every person arrested without a warrant under this section; 

 (iii) if anything is seized by such officer he shall cause it to be forthwith 
brought before a court, in order that it may be dealt with according to 
law. 

40.   Offences cognisable 

Offences under section 5, section 6 or section 7 of this Act shall be cognizable 
to the police. 

41.   Proceedings against societies 

(1)  Where a society is charged with an offence under this Act or any rules 
made thereunder, the society may appear by a representative, who may enter a 
plea on behalf of the society and conduct the society’s defence on its behalf. 

(2)  In this section, “representative” in relation to a society means a person 
who the court is satisfied has been duly appointed in writing by the society to 
represent it, but a person so appointed shall not by virtue of such appointment be 
qualified to act on behalf of the society before any court for any purposes other 
than those specified in this section. 

42.   General penalty 

Where a society is guilty of an offence under this Act for which no penalty is 
expressly provided, the society shall be liable to a fine not exceeding five 
thousand shillings, and in addition every officer thereof shall be guilty of the like 
offence and be liable to the like fine or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 
six months or to both such fine and such imprisonment: 

Provided that an officer shall not be convicted of the offence if he 
establishes to the satisfaction of the court that he exercised due diligence to 
prevent its commission and that the offence occurred by reason of matters 
beyond his control. 
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43.   Forfeiture 

A court may at any time order that any books, accounts, writings, banners, 
insignia or other property belonging to any unlawful society shall be forfeited and 
delivered to the Registrar for disposal in such manner as he may see fit. 

PART VII – EVIDENCE 

44.   Admissibility of certified copies and extracts 

(1)  In any legal proceedings, a paper purporting to be a copy of or an extract 
from any register or document kept by the Registrar, and purporting to be 
certified by him as a true copy or extract as aforesaid, shall be admissible as 
prima facie evidence of the contents of such register or document. 

(2)  In the absence of evidence to the contrary, it shall be presumed that the 
signature on any such certificate is genuine and that the person signing it held 
the office and qualifications which he professed to hold at the time when he 
signed it. 

(3)  No process for compelling the production of any document kept by the 
Registrar shall issue from any court except with the leave of that court, and any 
such process which is so issued shall bear a statement that it is issued with the 
leave of the court. 

(4)  The Registrar shall not, in any legal proceedings to which he is not a 
party, be compellable— 

 (a) to produce any document the contents of which can be proved 
under subsection (1) of this section; or 

 (b) to appear as a witness to prove the matters, transactions or 
accounts recorded in any such document, 

unless the court for special cause so orders. 

45.   General presumptions 

In any prosecution or other proceedings under this Act— 

 (a) where it is proved that a club, company, partnership or association 
is in existence, it shall be presumed that such club, company, 
partnership or association is a society within the meaning of this Act 
unless the contrary is proved; 

 (b) where it is alleged that a society is an unlawful society, the burden 
of proving that it is a registered society, or an exempted society, or 
that it is not a society, shall lie on the person charged; 

 (c) a person named in the register kept by the Registrar as the holder of 
an office of a society shall be presumed to be the holder of that 
office or as the case may be, an office of that society, until the 
contrary is proved; 

 (d) it shall not be necessary for the prosecution to prove that a society 
possesses a name, or that it has been constituted or is usually 
known under a particular name. 
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46.   Presumption of membership and existence of society 

(1)  In any prosecution under this Act, where any books, accounts, writings, 
lists of members, seals, banners or insignia of or relating to, or purporting to 
relate to, a society are found in possession of any person, it shall be presumed, 
until the contrary is proved, that such person is a member of that society, and the 
society shall be presumed, until the contrary is proved, to be in existence at the 
time such books, accounts, writings, lists of members, seals, banners or insignia 
are so found. 

(2)  Where any books, accounts, writings, lists of members, seals, banners or 
insignia of or relating to a society are found in the possession of any person, it 
shall be further presumed, until the contrary is proved, that that person assists in 
the management of the society. 

47.   Evidence of membership of unlawful society 

In any prosecution under this Act, it shall be no objection to the admissibility of 
evidence as to the constitution or rules, objects or activities of any society that 
the witness tendering such evidence is not or has not been a member of any 
unlawful society. 

PART VIII – GENERAL 

48.   Inspection of documents by public 

On payment of the prescribed fees, any person may inspect at the office of 
the Registrar the register and any documents relating to any society lodged with 
the Registrar under this Act, and may obtain from the Registrar a copy of or 
extract from such register or document. 

49.   Orders binding if served 

An order given by the Registrar to any society under section 18, section 19 or 
section 31 of this Act shall be binding— 

 (a) upon the society if served in accordance with section 50(1) of this 
Act; and 

 (b) upon every officer thereof upon whom the order or a copy thereof is 
served. 

50.   Service of summons 

(1)  Every order, notice, summons or other document issued under this Act or 
under any rule made thereunder shall be validly served— 

 (a) on a society, if it is sent by registered post addressed to it at its 
registered postal address; or 

 (b) on an individual, if it is served or is sent by registered post 
addressed to him at the registered postal address of the society with 
which he is concerned. 

(2)  Any document served by being sent by registered post shall be deemed 
to have reached the person or society to whom or to which it is addressed at the 
end of ninety-six hours after the time of posting. 
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51.   Exemption 

Subject to the special provisions as to exemption from registration contained 
in section 10 of this Act, the Registrar may, by writing under his hand, exempt 
any specified society from all or any of the provisions of this Act or of any rules 
made thereunder, subject to such conditions, if any, as he may think fit, and may 
at any time cancel any such exemption or amend any such condition. 

52.   Indemnification of public officers 

No suit shall lie against any public officer for anything done or omitted to be 
done by him in good faith and without negligence in the intended exercise of any 
power or the intended performance of any duty conferred or imposed on him by 
or under this Act. 

53.   Rules 

(1)  The Minister may make rules for prescribing anything which under this Act 
may be prescribed, and generally for the better carrying out of the provisions of 
this Act. 

(2)  Without prejudice to the generality of the powers conferred by subsection 
(1) of this section, rules made thereunder may provide for all or any of the 
following matters— 

 (a) prescribing fees and forms; 

 (b) prescribing the form of accounts to be used by such societies as 
may be named by the Minister from time to time by notice in the 
Gazette; 

 (c) securing the submission to the Registrar of periodical returns 
relating to the constitution, rules, membership and management of 
societies; 

 (d) prescribing penalties for the breach of any such rules, not exceeding 
in any case a fine of five thousand shillings or imprisonment for a 
term of six months or both such fine and such imprisonment. 

54.   Repeal 

The following enactments are hereby repealed, that is to say— 

 (a) the Societies Act (Cap. 108); and 

 (b) sections 70, 71, 72, 73, 74, 75 and 76 of the Penal Code (Cap. 63): 

  Provided that, so far as may be expedient for the continuity of the 
law relating to societies— 

 (i) every registration, exemption, application, appointment, 
certificate, notice, notification, order or declaration done, made 
or issued; and 

 (ii) every scheme prepared, submitted or otherwise dealt with, 

under any of those enactments shall be deemed to have been done, made or 
issued, or prepared, submitted or otherwise dealt with, under the corresponding 
provision of this Act. 
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SCHEDULE 
[Section 19.] 

MATTERS TO BE PROVIDED FOR IN THE CONSTITUTION OR RULES 
OF EVERY SOCIETY 

1.   The name of the society. 

2.   The whole of the objects for which the society is to be established. 

3.   The persons to whom membership is open. 

4.   The rates of entrance and subscription fees (if any) for membership. 

5.   The method of suspension or expulsion of members. 

6.   The titles of officers, trustees and auditors and their terms of office, and the 
method of their election, appointment, dismissal and suspension. 

7.   The composition of committees (if any) of the society, the terms of office of 
members of such committees and the method of their election, appointment, 
dismissal and suspension. 

8.   The authority for and the method of filling vacancies on committees. 

9.   The frequency of, quorums for and dates of the general meetings referred to 
in section 29 of this Act. 

10.   The custody and investment of the funds and property of the society, and 
the designation of the persons responsible therefor. 

11.   The purposes for which the funds may be used, and in particular the 
prohibition of the distribution of funds among members. 

12.   The inspection of the books and list of members of a society, by any 
member or officer, under section 28(1) of this Act. 

13.   The annual or periodical audit of accounts. 

14.   The formation of branches, if branches may be formed. 

15.   The manner of amending the name, constitution or rules of the society. 

16.   The manner of the dissolution of the society and the disposal of its property 
on dissolution. 
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CHAPTER 108 

SOCIETIES ACT 

SUBSIDIARY LEGISLATION 
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SOCIETIES DECLARED TO BE SOCIETIES DANGEROUS TO THE GOOD 
GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC UNDER SECTION 4(1)(II) 

[Cap. 24 (1948), Sub. Leg., G.N. 678/1949, G.N. 913/1950, G.N. 1415/1950, G.N. 1198/1952,  
G.N. 1199/1952, G.N. 890/1953, G.N. 1324/1954, L.N. 268/1956, L.N. 465/1956, L.N. 13/1958,  

L.N. 464 of 1961, L.N. 594/1962, L.N. 678/1963, L.N. 327/1968, L.N. 55/1969, L.N. 71/1969,  
L.N. 239/1969, L.N. 148/2003.] 

The Kikuyu Central Association (1938), also known as the Kikuyu Central Association. 

The Ukamba Members’ Association. 

The Teita Hills Association. 

The society commonly known as Dini Ya Jesu Kristo. 

The society or societies commonly known as the Kipsigis Central Association, Dini ya 
Mbojo or Dinit ap Mboyet. 

The society known as the Bataka Party of Uganda, or the Bataka Party. 

The society commonly known as the Uganda African Farmers’ Union. 

The society commonly known as Mau Mau 

The society commonly known as the Kikuyu Karing’a Education Association. 

The society commonly known as the Kikuyu Independent Schools’ Association. 

The society commonly known as the Kenya African Union. 

Dini ya Mariam. 

Dini ya Mumbo. 

Yomut. 

The Gikuyu Land Association. 

The society known as the Kiama Kia Muingi or the Kiama Kia Hathara. 

The societies commonly known by the following names: 

Kenya Land Freedom Army. 

Kenya Land Freedom Party. 

Kenya Parliament. 

Rift Valley Government. 

Rift Valley Province Parliament. 

Thirikari. 

Kiama Kia Itu. 

Mbutu Cia Ita. 

Njamba Cia Ita. 

Kiama Kia Mbara. 

Kiama Kia Hunyu. 

Mutangiri. 

Kiama Kia Ndundu. 
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Land Freedom Army. 

Dini Ya Musambwa, otherwise known as Dini Ya Msambwa. 

The Kenya War Council. 

The Ex-Freedom Fighters Union. 

The Sabina Church. 

The Kenya Master Aid Society. 

The Mwangi and Maina Social Club (Kenya). 

The Walioleta Uhuru Union. 

The Mahoya Ma Jehova Church. 

Kenya Peoples Union and all its branches and sub-branches to be Societies 
Dangerous to the Good Government of the Republic of Kenya. 
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SOCIETIES RULES, 1968 
[Section 53, L.N. 678/1963, L.N. 62/1968, L.N. 243/1988, L.N. 84/1997, L.N. 71/2003.] 

1.   These Rules may be cited as the Societies Rules, 1968. 

2.   Every application made for registration or exemption from registration under section 9 
of the Act shall— 

 (a) be made in duplicate in Form A in the Schedule to these Rules; 

 (b) be typewritten; 

 (c) be signed by three of the officers of the society; 

 (d) be sent to the Registrar together with the prescribed fee; 

 (e) be accompanied— 

 (i) subject to any direction of the Minister, by two type-written or printed 
copies of the constitution or rules of the society; and 

 (ii) by a notification in duplicate of the situation of the registered office 
and postal address in Form B in the Schedule to these Rules signed 
by three officers of the society. 

3.   Where the constitution or rules of the society were not made in the English language, 
there shall be attached to the application two copies of a translation of the constitution or 
rules into the English language in addition to the two copies of the said constitution or 
rules in the language in which they were made. 

4.   The certificate of registration issued by the Registrar under section 10(3) of the Act 
shall be in Form C in the Schedule to these Rules. 

5.   The certificate of exemption from registration issued by the Registrar under section 
10(3) of the Act shall be in Form D in the Schedule to these Rules. 

6.   Where under section 11 of the Act the Registrar refuses to register a society, he shall 
send to the society a notification of his refusal in Form E in the Schedule to these Rules. 

7.   Where under section 13 of the Act the Registrar rescinds an exemption from 
registration granted to a society, he shall send to the society a notification of such 
rescission in Form F in the Schedule to these Rules. 

8.   Where under section 12(1) of the Act the Registrar is of the opinion that the 
registration of a society should be cancelled or suspended, he shall send to the society— 

 (a) a notification of intended cancellation or suspension in Form G(1) in the 
Schedule to these Rules; and 

 (b) a notification of cancellation or suspension in Form G(2) in the Schedule to 
these Rules. 

9.   (1)  An order made by the Registrar under section 31(1) of the Act may require the 
society to furnish him, in addition to the documents and information specifically mentioned 
in that section, with— 

 (a) information on any of the matters contained in Forms A and B in the 
Schedule to these Rules; 

 (b) information as to the property, movable and immovable, and the financial 
position of the society; 
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 (c) a balance sheet of the previous or any specified year’s working of the 
society; 

 (d) all or any of the books of account of the society; 

 (e) any minutes or written records of proceedings of the society or of its 
governing body; 

 (f) the documents of title to any property held by the society; and 

 (g) the register of members of the society kept under section 25 of the Act. 

(2)  Any information furnished by a society in accordance with an order given by the 
Registrar under section 31(1) of the Act shall be verified by the signatures of three officers 
of the society. 

10.   Every notice given under section 16(1) or (3) of the Act shall be in Form B in the 
Schedule to these Rules. 

11.   Every notice given under section 17 (1) of the Act shall be in Form H in the Schedule 
to these Rules. 

12.   (1)  Where the Registrar has consented to an application under section 20(1) of the 
Act, or where the Registrar has received notification of change of the registered office or 
postal address of any registered society under section 16(3) of the Act, he shall amend 
the register accordingly. 

(2)  Where the name of a registered or exempted society has changed, the Registrar 
shall issue a fresh certificate of registration or exemption from registration, as the case 
may be, upon the original certificate being surrendered to him. 

(3)  Where the original certificate is not surrendered to the Registrar in accordance 
with paragraph (2) of this Rule, the Registrar shall issue a fresh certificate of registration 
or exemption from registration, as the case may be, on payment of the prescribed fee. 

(4)  The Registrar shall also make such other amendments to the particulars 
concerning a registered society entered in the register as may be necessitated by 
information supplied to him. 

13.   The annual return required under section 30(1) of the Act shall be furnished on or 
before the 31st March in each year, and shall be in respect of the immediately preceding 
calendar year, and shall be in Form I in the Schedule to these Rules signed by three 
officers of the society. 

14.   The Registrar shall publish in the Gazette notice of— 

 (a) the registration, exemption from registration or refusal of registration of a 
society; 

 (b) the registration or notification of any change of name of a society; 

 (c) the rescission of exemption from registration of a society; and 

 (d) the cancellation or suspension of the registration of a society. 

15.   An appeal to the Minister under section 15 of the Act, and any application for an 
extension of time within which to lodge such an appeal, shall— 

 (a) be in writing signed by three officers of the society; 

 (b) set out the grounds upon which the appeal or application is based; and 

 (c) be sent to the Senior Assistant Secretary, Office of the Attorney-General. 
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16.   The particulars to be entered in the register of societies by the Registrar under 
section 10(1) of the Act shall include— 

 (a) the name of the society; 

 (b) the registered office; 

 (c) the postal address; 

 (d) the objects; 

 (e) the name of each organization or group of a political nature established 
outside Kenya, of which the society is a branch or to or with which it is 
affiliated or connected; 

 (f) the class or classes of persons to whom membership is restricted; 

 (g) the titles of the officers; 

 (h) the immovable property owned by the society and the manner in which 
vested; 

 (i) the number of members; 

 (j) the names, occupations and addresses of the principal officers. 

17.   A registered society or officer guilty of an offence against these Rules shall be liable 
to a fine not exceeding two thousand shillings, or, in the case of an officer, to 
imprisonment for a period not exceeding three months. 

18.   The following fees shall be payable to the Registrar— 
  KShs 
 (a) On application for resignation or exemption from registration of a 

society ................................................................................................
 

2,000 
 (b) On a registered society furnishing an annual return under rule 12 of 

these Rules— 
 

 
 (i) where the membership does not exceed 25 ..............................  200 
 (ii) where the membership exceeds 25 but does not exceed 100 ....  300 
 (iii) where the membership exceeds 100 but does not exceed 

1,000 .........................................................................................
 

400 
 (iv) where the membership exceeds 1,000 .....................................  1,000 
 (c) On a registered society applying for permission under section 20 of 

the Act to do any of the things for which permission is required 
under that section ...............................................................................

 
200 

 (d) On a registered society giving notice of change of registered office 
or postal address ................................................................................  500 

 (e) On a registered society applying for permission under section 20 of 
the Act to do any of the things for which permission is required 
under that section ...............................................................................

 
200 

 (f) For inspection of the register and any document lodged with the 
Registrar relating to any society of which inspection is made ............  200 

 (g) For a certified extract from any documents in the custody of the 
Registrar— 

 
 

 (i) for the first folio of 100 words or a part thereof .........................  100 
 (ii) for every subsequent folio of 100 words or a part thereof .........  50 
 (h) For issue of a fresh certificate under rule 12(3) of these Rules .........  200 
 (i) For official search in respect of a society ..................................  300 
 (j) On dissolution of a society ........................................................  500 

[L.N. 84/1997, 71/2003.] 
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SCHEDULE 

Form A (Rule 2)

APPLICATION FOR REGISTRATION OR EXEMPTION FROM  
REGISTRATION OF A SOCIETY 

TO THE REGISTRAR OF SOCIETIES: 

We the undersigned officers hereby apply for registration/exemption from registration under the 
Societies Act. 

The following are particulars of the society: 

 (a) The name of the society .........................................................................................................

   .................................................................................................................................................

   .................................................................................................................................................

 (b) The objects of the society .......................................................................................................

   .................................................................................................................................................

   .................................................................................................................................................

 (c) The name of each organization or group of a political nature established outside Kenya, if 
any, of which the society is a branch or is affiliated to or connected with ...............................

 (d) The class or classes of persons to whom membership of the society is open .......................

   .................................................................................................................................................

 (e) The present number of members ...........................................................................................

 (f) The titles of the officers of the society ................................................................................... .

   .................................................................................................................................................

   .................................................................................................................................................

   .................................................................................................................................................

   .................................................................................................................................................

 (g) The names, occupations and addresses of the present or proposed officers.........................

   .................................................................................................................................................

  .................................................................................................................................................

   .................................................................................................................................................

   .................................................................................................................................................

   .................................................................................................................................................

 (h) The land and premises (if any) owned by the society and the manner in which such 
property is held or vested .......................................................................................................

   .................................................................................................................................................

   .................................................................................................................................................

   .................................................................................................................................................

   .................................................................................................................................................

   .................................................................................................................................................

 (i) Provision has been made in the rules of the society for the following matters in accordance 
with section 19(1) of the Act: 

 

Matters to be set forth in the rules Number of the rule in 
which provision is 

made for each matter 

 1. The name of the society.  
 2. The whole of the objects for which the society is to be established.  
 3. The persons to whom membership is open.  
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SCHEDULE FORM A—continued 

Matters to be set forth in the rules Number of the rule in 
which provision is 

made for each matter 

 4. The rates of entrance and subscription fees (if any) for membership.  
 5. The method of suspension or expulsion of members.  
 6. The titles of officers, trustees and auditors and their terms of office, and 

the method of their election, appointment, dismissal and suspension. 
 

 7. The composition of committees (if any) of the society, the terms of 
office of members of such committees and the method of their 
election, appointment, dismissal and suspension. 

 

 8. The authority for and the method of filling vacancies on committees.  
 9. The frequency of, quorums for, and dates of the general meetings 

referred to in section 29 of the Act. 
 

10. The custody and investment of the funds and property of the society, 
and the designation of the persons responsible herefore. 

 

11. The purpose for which the funds may be used and in particular the 
prohibition of the distribution of funds among members. 

 

12. The inspection of the books and list of members of a society, by any 
member or officer, under section 28(1) of the Act. 

 

13. The annual or periodical audit of accounts.  
14. The formation of branches, if branches may be formed.  
15. The manner of amending the name, constitution or rules of the 

society. 
 

16. The manner of the dissolution of the society and the disposal of its 
property on dissolution. 

 

 
.............................................................................

 (Signed) 

 
.............................................................................

 
.............................................................................

 Officers 

Date ....................................................................   

*Delete whichever is not applicable. 

 

Form B (Rule 2(e)(ii) and 10)

NOTIFICATION OF REGISTERED OFFICE OR POSTAL ADDRESS OF A SOCIETY 

TO THE REGISTRAR OF SOCIETIES: 

NOTICE is hereby given, in accordance with the provisions of subsections (1) and (3) of section 
16 of the Societies Act, that the ...............................................................................................  Society

*will have its registered office at ...........................................................................................................

has changed its registered office to ......................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................................  and
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SCHEDULE FORM B—continued 

*will have its postal address at. .............................................................................................................

has changed its postal address to ........................................................................................................

 
.............................................................................

 (Signed) 

 
.............................................................................

 
.............................................................................

 Officers 

Date ....................................................................   

*Delete whichever is not applicable. 

 

Form C (Rule 4)

CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION 

I, ........................................................................................................................................................

Registrar of Societies, hereby certify that I have this day registered the ..............................................

..................................................................................................................................................... under

section 10 of the Societies Act. 

Dated at ....................................  this ......................................  day of ........................ , 20 .............

 
.............................................................................

 Registrar of Societies 

 

Form D (Rule 5)

CERTIFICATE OF EXEMPTION FROM REGISTRATION 

I, ........................................................................................................................................................

Registrar of Societies, hereby certify that I have this day exempted the ..............................................

from section 10 of the Societies Act. 

Dated at ....................................  this ......................................  day of ........................ , 20 .............

 
.............................................................................

 Registrar of Societies 

 

Form E (Rule 6)

NOTIFICATION OF REFUSAL TO REGISTER A SOCIETY 

To the ...................................................................................................................................................

I, ....................................................................................................................................................... ,

Registrar of Societies, hereby give you notice that, in accordance with section 11 of the Societies 
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SCHEDULE FORM E—continued 

Act, I have this day refused to register you as a society under the said Act on the following 
grounds— 

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

Dated at ....................................  this ......................................  day of ........................ , 20 .............

 
.............................................................................

 Registrar of Societies 

 

Form F (Rule 7)

NOTIFICATION OF RESCISSION OF EXEMPTION 

To the ...................................................................................................................................................

I, ....................................................................................................................................................... , 

Registrar of Societies, hereby give you notice that, in accordance with the provisions of section 13 
of the Societies Act, and with the approval of the Minister, I have this day rescinded your exemption 
from registration under the said Act on the grounds that— 

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

Dated at ....................................  this ......................................  day of ........................ , 20 .............

 
.............................................................................

 Registrar of Societies 

 

Form G (1) (Rule 8(a))

NOTIFICATION OF INTENDED ∗CANCELLATION/SUSPENSION OF REGISTRATION 

To the .................................................................................................................................................. .

I, ....................................................................................................................................................... ,

Registrar of Societies, hereby give you notice that, in accordance with section 12 of the Societies 
Act, it is my intention to *cancel/suspend your registration under the said Act on the grounds that— 

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

                                                           
∗ Delete whichever is not applicable. 



CAP. 108 [Rev. 2012]
Societies  

[Subsidiary] 

[Issue 1] 36 
 

SCHEDULE FORM G(1)—continued 

 (2) You are hereby required, within.......................... . days of the date of this notice, to show cause

  why your resignation should not be *cancelled/suspended. 

Dated at ....................................  this ......................................  day of ........................ , 20 .............

 .............................................................................

 Registrar of Societies 

 

Form G (2) (Rule 8 (b))

NOTIFICATION OF *CANCELLATION/SUSPENSION OF REGISTRATION 

To the ...................................................................................................................................................

I, ....................................................................................................................................................... ,

Registrar of Societies, hereby give you notice that, in accordance with section 12 of the Societies 
Act, I have this day *cancelled/suspended your registration under the said Act on the grounds that— 

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

Dated at ....................................  this ......................................  day of ........................ , 20 .............

 .............................................................................

 Registrar of Societies 

*Delete whichever is not applicable  

 

Form H (Rule 11)

NOTIFICATION OF CHANGE OF OFFICERS OR TITLE OF ANY OFFICER 

TO THE REGISTRAR OF SOCIETIES: 

The ...........................................................................................................................  Society hereby

gives notice in accordance with the provisions of subsection (1) of section 17 of the Societies Act, 
that the following changes have been made on. ................................., 20 ..........  of the *officers/titles

of any officers of the said society .........................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................

 (Signed) 

 .............................................................................

 .............................................................................

 Officers 
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SCHEDULE—continued 

Form I (Rule 13)

ANNUAL RETURN 

of the
∗

......................................................................................................................................... for the

year ending 31st December, 20 ....................... 

Date of the annual general meeting in the year ending on 31st December, 20 ...............................

Number of members of the society as at 31st December, 20 ...........................................................

Full names, occupations and addresses of the officers as at 31st December, 20 ...........................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

If there have been any changes since the date of application for registration or the date of the last 
annual return, whichever is later, then specify such changes in the appropriate paragraph as 
under— 

 (a) the name of the society? ..............................................................................................................

 (b) the objects or constitution or rules of the society?........................................................................

  ......................................................................................................................................................

 (c) the organization or groups of a political nature established outside Kenya of which the society 
is a branch or to which it is affiliated or with which it is connected? .............................................

  ......................................................................................................................................................

 (d) the class or classes of persons to whom its membership is open? .............................................

  ......................................................................................................................................................

 (e) the titles of its officers? ................................................................................................................ .

  ......................................................................................................................................................

 (f) land and premises which the society owns?. .............................................................................. .

  ......................................................................................................................................................

  ......................................................................................................................................................

Date ....................................................................  .............................................................................

 (Signed) 

 
.............................................................................

 
.............................................................................

 Officers 

 

                                                           
∗ Name of society. 
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ORDER DECLARING A SOCIETY DANGEROUS TO THE GOOD GOVERNMENT 
OF THE REPUBLIC 

[L.N. 42/2002.] 

ORDER IN TERMS OF SECTION 4(1)(II) 

  Mungiki Movement, 

  Jeshi la Mzee, 

  Jeshi La Embakasi, 

  Jeshi la King’ole, 

  Baghdad Boys, 

  Chinkororo, 

  Amachuma, 

  Banyamulenge, 

  Talibans, 

  Dallas Muslim Youth, 

  Runyenjes Football Club, 

  Kaya Bombo Youth, 

  Sakina Youth, 

  Charo Shutu, 

  Kuzacha, 

  Kamjeshi, 

  Jeshi la Nazir, 

  Kosovo Boys. 

 



 


